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The Spire 
January  2021  

Pastor’s Page 
I want all of us to be spiritually healthy.  But saying that makes me wonder if “healthiness” which is a medi-

cal metaphor, is the best way to think about spirituality?  I guess I want to say, I want us all to be continually 

making progress on the spiritual journey, to be growing, maturing, becoming better skilled and wiser per-

sons.   

Praise and Lament 

Many spiritual teachers have advised us that a healthy spiritual life begins with gratitude.  I have taken this 

to heart by keeping a daily Gratitude Journal.  Turning our hearts towards the good, instead of the negative, 

is both psychologically helpful and scriptural.  The Psalms tell us “Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving, and 

into God’s courts with praise; be thankful unto God, and praise God’s name, for the Lord is good, God’s 

steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness for all generations.”    In the New Testament, we hear 

calls to the same orientation of heart and mind, as in Philippians 4:8. “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, 

whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, 

if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” 

 

Praise is an important place to start.  But a maturing spirituality must also make space for lament.  Lament is 

what is required in the face of suffering, at a time of tragedy, in the face of wrong, and in the context of in-

justice.  The Psalms of the Hebrew Bible contain both psalms of praise and plasmas of lament.  Would it 

surprise you to know that there are more psalms of lament than of praise?  When bad things happen, a ma-

ture spiritual community does not turn its face and look away.  Neither Israel nor we should pretend evil is 

not real, that suffering is not happening, and that injustice is rampant.  So, when faced with the bad, a spir-

itual community offers prayers of lamentation to God.  

 

Just like when we turn to each other when we hear of some new evil act and say to express to each other our 

shock and outrage, so we do the same in prayer to God.  We name the outrage: a man blows up a huge bomb 

on Christmas Day in downtown Nashville; we cry out against violence and the reckless endangerment of 

human life.  People who should be our leaders get in front of TV cameras and repeatedly lie to us, under-

mining our country, and putting people at risk for simply doing their jobs and telling the truth.  A medical 

doctor in the family is coughing and has COVID symptoms and in spite of his daughter’s warnings (who is 

also a doctor) he decides to suit himself, and  attends a Christmas family dinner, and now my son Ben has 

tested positive for Coronavirus, and spends miserable nights sweating through the sheets.  I cry out against 

the utter selfishness that man exhibited, along with all of those for whom wearing a simple mask is too great 

a sacrifice to endure, at the cost of so many human lives.   
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(Pastors page continued) 
 
 
Living in Exile 
 
Israel expressed its laments especially during the time of its exile.  Forced out of their homeland, remember-

ing the scenes of the destruction of their temple, and facing an unknown and unknowable future, they poured 

out their laments to God.  They prayed, “By the rivers of Babylon—there we sat down and there we wept 

when we remembered Zion. On the willows there we hung up our harps. For there our captors asked us for 

songs, and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” How could we sing 

the Lord's song in a foreign land?” (Psalm 137) 

 

In many ways, 2020 has felt like a year of exile for us.  We have lost the ability to gather, and it hurts.  We 

have had to live in fear of an invisible microscopic virus that for many of us, because of our age and other 

underlying conditions, is life-threatening.  We have the hope that the vaccines will bring these days of isola-

tion and danger to an end before too many months, but we also, like exiles, live without knowing the future.  

When we are able to come back together safely, how many of us will return?  Will some have lost the habit 

of Sunday morning worship? Will the video ministry become more significant than live meetings in the fu-

ture? What will this mean to our current way of imagining ourselves as Central Presbyterian Church in the 

River Valley? We do not know.   

 

As adults, as spiritually maturing people, we refuse to be either pollyanna-optimistic or given to worst-case 

thinking.  We will be people who will the good, for each other, our nation, and the church, because we be-

lieve God wills the good.  We will lament the conditions of suffering and uncertainty, along with our praise 

for life today, in this moment.  With both praise and lament, we will endure this time of our exile, believing 

that God has for us “a future with hope.” (Jer. 29).  It may not look like the past, (when has it ever?) But we 

believe it will be good.  May God bless you in this coming year of 2021. 
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 Deacon’s Corner 

Even though November is a memory now, let me describe the 

2020 version of the Deacon’s Thanksgiving day feast. Alt-

hough we were unable to have an in-person luncheon this 

year, the Deacon’s provided a traditional Thanksgiving day 

meal for drive-thru carry-out. With help from Deacons and 

friends of Deacons, 65 dinners were provided to members 

and non-members alike. Our prayer is that we will be able to 

return to our traditional Thanksgiving meal next year. 

This month of December is not like any December any of us 

have ever seen, or ever want to see again!! Even though most 

of us have tried to stay of normalcy for some of our shut-ins. 

Your Deacons delivered Norfolk Pine Christmas trees or 

Christmas Cacti to everyone on our shut-in list. Even though 

we were not able to see them in person, they each received a 

gift and a card from their Church family. 

The Deacon’s once again have placed poinsettias in the sanc-

tuary. For those of you choosing the weekly online service 

you will notice the beautiful poinsettias which adorn the 

chancel. The congregation was able to place a poinsettias in 

the name of friends and loved ones. The proceeds of the poin-

settias go to the Deacon fund which helps finance activities of 

the Deacon’s throughout the year.  

As 2020 comes to a close, we trust the Lord will lead us 

through this pandemic and we will be able to see each other 

and hug each other sometime soon, until that day, let us all be 

a Deacon to each other, call each other and stay connected. If 

you find anyone that needs the help of a Deacon, please con-

tact anyone of the Central Deacons and we can find help. 

Happy and Healthy New Year to all! 

Janis McClure, Deacon 

A Word from Kathya….  

Hello beautiful friends, God bless you very much on this beautiful Christmas Eve, may your love and power cover 
all of you and your families from all diseases and dangers.  I wish with all my heart that God will take care of you 
and bless you greatly.  Greetings to all my brothers from the Church of Fort Smith, AR.  I carry you in my heart and 
in my prayers, we thank you for all the support that all of you have given us, many thanks and blessings to all your 
beautiful families.  God bless everyone and have a wonderful and precious Christmas. 

With love and affection, 

Kathya, Samuel and Berman 

Merry Christmas 

The Care Cart makes its journey 

down our aisle each week during the 

offertory.  The Care Cart is where we place 

our NON-Perishable Grocery  offerings. These 

items are given to the Clearinghouse Food 

Pantry when the storage bin is full. Please no 

bread or other products which mold or require 

refrigeration.   

Flower List for January 

1/03 - Cotton Chou and Brian Pokornik 

1/10 - Still need someone 

1/17 - Still need someone 

1/24 - Still need someone 

1/31 - Still need someone 

Thank You… 

 
I want to thank all of my Central Presbyteri-

an Church family for your well-wishes, your 

thoughts and prayers, cards, calls, and treats, 

the many ways you have shown your love 

and support when I’ve been receiving from 

double knee replacement surgery.  You have 

helped so much!  I’m getting better every 

day; able to stand longer, walk further, and 

take fewer pain meds.  Bless you for being 

such a blessing to me!  

Pastor Steven 
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Mercy            

Day of Week Week of  1/3 Week of  1/10 Week of  1/17 Week of 1/24 

  Monday Mike McClure Margaret Sparkman Debi Wilkinson Charles Cook 

 Tuesday John Hale Mike McClure Sandy Barron Cissy Rose 

  Wednesday Debi Wilkinson John Hale Mike McClure Sandy Barron 

  Thursday Margaret Sparkman Debi Wilkinson John Hale Mike McClure 

  Friday Suzanne Bethell Charles Cook Margaret Sparkman John Hale 

        

  

Baptist 

Health          Week of 1/3 Week of 1/10 Week of 1/17 Week of 1/24 

  Monday Cissy Rose Suzanne Bethell Charles Cook Debi Wilkinson 

 Tuesday Galen Hunter Cissy Rose Suzanne Bethell Margaret Sparkman 

  Wednesday Gary Simpson Galen Hunter Cissy Rose Suzanne Bethell 

  Thursday Charles Cook Gary Simpson Galen Hunter Gary Simpson 

  Friday Sandy Barron Sandy Barron Gary Simpson Galen Hunter 

Listing of Staff and Church Leaders 2020-2021: 

Session Members: 

David Whitt  

Mike McClure (Clerk of Session) 

Cissy Rose 

Gale Beckman 

John Hale 

Debi Wilkinson 

Margaret Sparkman 

Suzanne Bethell 

Galen Hunter 

Gary Simpson 

Charles Cook  

Sandy Barron 

 

Deacon Members: 

Roberta Elliott - Moderator 

Theresa Hardgrave 

Jo Hardy  

Brian Pokornik 

Larry Hall 

Betty McSwain 

Linda Riley 

Chris Hlavin 

Martin Hyatt 

Janis McClure 

Renda Cook 

Church Staff: 
  

Pastor - Rev. Steven Kurtz 

Music Director- Sheila Mann 

Organist– Barbara Jetton  

Financial Sec.– Cheryl Sykes 

Custodian– Elvia Reyna 

Secretary– Pat Kent 

Trustees: 

Ken Cowan 

Jackie Franklin 

Carl Rose 
 
 
 

Treasurer: 

Mike McClure 
 

 

 

 Week of 1/31 

 Gary Simpson 

 Charles Cook 

 Galen Hunter 

 Sandy  Barron 

 Mike McClure 

  

  

Week of 1/31 

 John Hale 

 Debi Wilkinson 

 Margaret Sparkman 

 Suzanne Bethell 

 Cissy Rose 

January Birthdays 

Sue Byars   01/01 

Gale Beckman   01/04 

Joe Barron   01/06 

Roberta Elliott   01/06 

Peggie Sabbs   01/07 

Marilyn Simpson  01/10 

Phillip Cowan   01/22 

Chris McRae   01/27 

Ralph Williams  01/27 

Lynn Condra   01/28 

Floyd Pence   01/29 

Martin Hyatt   01/30 

Elaine Barham   01/31 

Central’s Meal Share 

Remember: if a meal is needed for a 

church member, contact Linda Riley at 

lrriley@cox.net. If you are unable to reach 

Linda, you can call Pat at the church     

office. 
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Stated Session Meeting Minutes (cyber) 

Central Presbyterian Church, Fort Smith 

December 15, 2020 
 

Present:  Steven Kurtz, Mike McClure, Charles Cook, Sandra Barron, Cissy Rose, Margaret Sparkman, John Hale,    
Suzanne Bethell, Debbie Wilkinson, Galen Hunter, and Gary Simpson.  There were no absences. 

The stated session meting on December 15, was conducted via ZOOM.  The meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m.  
The meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Steven Kurtz.  A quorum was declared.  The devotional was given by 
Charles Cook from the current Advent Devotional from Austin Seminary.  The subject was words from a hymn that 
the author had mistaken for years.  Understanding of the actual words brought enhanced meaning to the hymn.   

Docket and Minutes 

The current docket and minutes from the November 17, 2020 session meeting were approved with no changes.   

Clerk’s Report 

Mike McClure read an email from Gale Beckman that stated she was resigning her duties as chair of the building and 
grounds committee and from the session.  The resignation was immediate which is why Gale is not listed as an ab-
sence from the meeting.  The email was received on December 11, 2020.   

A reminder was given to session members to reimburse either Suzanne or Sandra for the session gift to David Whitt.   

In-person worship services have been averaging 20 members with essentially 1 core group of worshippers, future 
members and visitors.   

Pastor’s Report 

The Pastors report was truncated due to his hospitalization for a planned surgery and recuperation.  We are very 

happy to have him “back in the saddle”.  No online or in-person services were neglected or missed in his absence 

due to an abundance of planning and execution.  Drive-up communion is still being served for those who are not 

comfortable with in-person services.  The numbers for drive-up communion are significantly diminished due to 

those attending communion in the in-person service who receive communion and partake of the communion off 

campus.   

Committee Reports 

Building and Grounds-The air handler repair/replacement was discussed.  The three alternatives were discussed 

with an estimated range of expenses.  In the interim Galen Hunter personally looked at the mechanical situation we 

have and made improvements to the range of possibilities.  The costliest alternative is to completely replace the air 

handler at approximately $175,000.00.  The least costly but least permanent is to fit the air handler with a float sys-

tem what would disable the air handler should the water level get too high.  This is not an issue until summer when 

the air handler is cooling the sanctuary and condensation is filling the drain platform.  The approximate cost of this is 

$5,000.00 to $7,000.00.  It was suggested by Suzanne Bethell that because the expense was going to be so high that 

another estimate of cost and solutions be sought.  Galen agreed to have Blaylock heating and air provide that to the 

church.   
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 There was additional discussion regarding the future functioning of Building and Grounds.  Session members were 
asked to consider the possibility of having building and grounds separated into functional areas and triaged by the 
administrative staff of the church.  For example, someone would oversee contracts for grounds, cleaning, pest    
control, someone in charge of mechanical issues requiring trades to be involved, (hvac, plumbing, electrical), and 
someone in charge of structural issues.  When issues are reported the office would triage the information to the 
session member responsible for that issue.  It was apparent how much Gale would be missed in this capacity.  The 
session will discuss the issue more in the January meeting.   

The potential sale of the “bus barn” property was again discussed and feedback from members of the church was 
reported.  A vast majority of members polled approved of the sale.  Debi Wilkinson will take the lead in reporting 
and negotiating on behalf for the church.  Debi is a licensed real estate agent who has the best interest of CPC in 
mind.  The session voted to sell the “bus barn” property without advertising it.  If the family living adjacent to the 
property is not interested in the property at a price fair to both parties, we will not advertise it for sale at this time.   

Christian Education 

CE reported preparation of documents to fund two scholarships for the spring term for students currently receiving 
the scholarships.   Sacred ground remains the study curriculum being used.   

Outreach Committee 

The outreach committee reported collection of monies to support Inter-faith preschool, Sack Lunch program and 
Heifer International were $800.00, $716.76, and $856.66 respectively.  The donations were outstanding given the 
short ask time and struggles with everything the pandemic interrupts.   

Personnel Committee 

Personnel committee reported Pat had indicated there would be times when she would need to take off in the late 
afternoon because of feeling ill.  There is no problem with this at all.  The session agreed that working with Pat is a 
pleasure and time can be easily managed until she is felling completely well.  A motion was made to approve 
$100.00 Christmas bonuses for Pastor Kim, Cheryl, Pat, Sheila and Barbara.  The motion passed unanimously.   

Worship Committee 

A motion was made and passed to have the in-person Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.  Since in-person worship 
services are currently scheduled the motion was more one of logistics e.g. sign-up required to attend, seating ex-
panded while still maintaining 9’ of distance between attendees, extinguishing candles in sand rather than blowing 
them out etc.    

Pastor mentioned that three people were speaking to him about joining the church.  All have been regular 
attendees.  When time can be managed to accommodate a ZOOM meeting with those wishing to join the session is 
very happy to accommodate.   

January 21, 2021 meeting 

The devotional will be given by John Hale.  The meeting will begin at 6:00 pm and be on ZOOM 

The meeting was dismissed at 7:23 pm with prayer by Pastor Steven Kurtz.   

 

Respectfully Submitted  

Mike McClure, Clerk of Session, CPC Fort Smith, AR  

 

 


